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"Once the whole seed of Israel was in Egyptian captivity,"
remarked Ezra. "He that touches pitch is defiled, but he
that first spits on his finger can touch molten wax unburned.
She is a civil girl, and you will marry her as soon as it can
be conveniently arranged." Now that Amos objected, he
was entirely decided on the match; his only fear had been
that he might seem to encourage Amos in going his own way.

Kami, unable to express her emotions more effectively
in Ezra's presence, began to cry; and Amos grew confused.
"I didn't mean to hurt her/* he said, lamely. "But I'm too
young to marry."

Ezra, ignoring his son, took Kami by the arm. "Come,
my dear," he said, and led her out, still weeping, through
the nudging workmen, to meet her future mother-in-law,
who was anxiously peeping round the farther door-posts and
then withdrawing, like a piece of rather tattered door-curtain
wavering in a breeze.

Amos turned on Gallus. "Why did you upset things?"
he asked hoarsely.

"But I thought you didn't want to lose her."

"Of course I didn't want to lose her," said Amos, con-
temptuously, "but did that mean I wanted to marry her?
Now I'll never be able to leave home for fear she's squeezing
the hands of the workmen."

He sank despondently on to a stool, and Gallus,, followed
by a jubilant Leonidas, walked out of the office. It was all
no use. Lovers couldn't be helped. Nobody could be helped;
they all preferred their own way of being miserable to some-
one else's way of being happy, They were all damned
because they didn't know what they wanted; and he was
the most miserable of them all. He had been able to put
aside the thought of Cytheris while succouring this pair of
distressed lovers; but now the sense of loss overwhelmed him
again. He longed for the touch of his lost Cytheris, for the
softness of her hair against his face. O to be near her; t0
see the movements of her ankles or her hips or her wrists;
to watch her spine and her thighs as she moved, a#d t&"
know what curve of resistant growth it was that ail trees a^f"
flowers sought and lacked. To be saear her: that was i}I|